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2) Other media you work with?
My most recent work is all magazine clippings (this includes the
majority of the portraits from my site, with the exception of a few
where I used oil pastels). With my previous collages, I've used oil
pastel or pastels with the magazine clippings, and I've tried working
with rice paper. I always have a tendency of turning back to just
using magazine pages since I really like the textures and colors I
find.

Since I studied painting for undergraduate school, I've had
experience using oil and acrylic paints. I found myself trying to turn
my paintings into collages, where I'd either glue magazine clippings
onto the canvas, which I used to create an interesting texture with
the paint, or I'd stitch together different pieces of painted canvas to
create a sort of disjointed and patchy looking painting. Although I
enjoyed experimenting with collage and paint, I found that I was
more interested in purely using collage.

I have also dabbled in photography and more recently, digital art,
although these are areas are new to me.

3) Where do you find yourself most creative? I prefer the floor.
I actually find myself most creative when I'm working on the floor
as well, mainly because I need plenty of stacks of magazines
surrounding me and the floor gives me plenty of space to sprawl out.
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I also have a tendency of ripping out pages when they have a
particular color or texture on them, and having lots of space lets me
easily find all the loose pages.

It also helps when I'm listening to music (usually Bob Dylan or the
Beatles) or episodes of the radio show, This American Life.

4) I'd love to hear a little about your journey as an artist.
I've been showing and selling my work throughout my college career
as well as my last year of high school. Since I'm a recent graduate, I
now have more time to focus on the aspects of my art that I think are
important. Although I studied art in college, my professors didn't
really focus any attention on how artists should go about getting
publicity for their work. Thus this summer, I've had two jobs--
working at an art museum and working as a professional artist,
where I work on my artwork as well as work on contacting papers
and galleries. Others might consider this journey as struggle,
however I'm much too passionate about art to really think of it as a
struggle. It's more like a learning process where I figure things out as
I go along.

I didn't always want to be an artist although art has always been a
part of my life. Ever since I was about five, just about every year I
took some sort of art class at a local gallery. I didn't start getting
serious about art until I was nearing college, however I thought that I
wanted to be a writer for the longest time. I actually went to college
for writing, but decided to pick up an art major as well. I ended up
graduating with more of an interest in art because the process made
more sense to me. I wasn't easily frustrated with my art.
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5) Other projects? Hopes for the future?
At the moment, I'm working on all sorts of collage projects. I'm
planning on beginning a self-portrait that I'll enter into a upcoming
juried exhibition and I've started my first piece for another series of
portrait collages that I want to create. I'm interested in coming up
with cohesive body of work that I can use to update my portfolio and
send out to galleries in hopes to get a solo exhibition (since with my
last series of portraits, the pieces now belong to various people).

I hope to become more active in the art community in the area I live
in. It's been a while since I've lived in my hometown for a prolonged
period of time, and I'm interested in finding ways to establish myself
here before trying to spread the word of my work to other cities.

6) Favorite artists?
I've had an obsession with Vincent van Gogh ever since I was in the
second grade, when I had to do a report on him. My class had to
dress up like a famous person, as we talked about why they're a
historical figure. So I wore a beret (since I thought all artists wore
berets), a smock, a bandage over my right ear, and held a palette and
a brush. After that report, my fascination with van Gogh continued.
In middle school, a missed a day of class to see the van Gogh
exhibition at the National Gallery in D.C. Now, whenever I go to a
museum that has a van Gogh painting, I have a tendency of standing
and staring longer than I normally do with any other work. I even
have a need to walk by a van Gogh painting before I leave, as
though I'm saying good bye to it.

As far as contemporary artists go, I really admire Chuck Close's
portraiture work and Gerhard Richter's paintings that look like
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blurred photographs. I love how both of these artist manage to
manipulate their medium in such a way that it makes it look like it is
made of something entirely different.

Isn't she lovely? Her work is currently on display at the Ripley
Center in Washington, D.C. Check here for other/future exhibitions.
All work can be seen (and purchased) here, and she also blogs here.
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Krissy said...

She does create some amazing work!
Great interview- nice to learn more about you Megan.

JULY  15,  2008 12:01 PM

heidi said...

i LOVE her work... thanks for posting the interview!

JULY  15,  2008 12:01 PM

karina said...

Jessie, thanks for that post.
I love collage and I was crazy about Vincent at school.

JULY  15,  2008 12:40 PM

Vain and Vapid said...

Such impressive pieces of art.... I'd love the see the exhibit in
person.

JULY  15,  2008 6:15 PM

That Girl Designs said...

Oh, I love Megan's work. I just recently found her, and am
so glad I did. Thanks for featuring her.

JULY  15,  2008 7:42 PM
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 irene.s said...

what a cool blog you have, love it!
great artist and the interview, i sooo love collages..still trying
to find time and inspiration to do them again.
but her work is anazing!

JULY  15,  2008 8:27 PM

 Jessie Cacciola said...

thanks for stopping by, Irene, and for your sweet comment!
xo

glad you all enjoyed the interview! :)

JULY  15,  2008 9:18 PM

 Hila said...

wow she's so talented! Excellent interview!!

JULY  15,  2008 10:07 PM

 Sew Bettie said...

Wow! These collages are absolutely amazing. They share a
lot of similarities with Van Gogh's big brush strokes - I can
see the influence.

JULY  15,  2008 11:10 PM

 Mrs.French said...

I love this sweet girl so much...her work gives me goose
bumps!

JULY  15,  2008 11:20 PM

 ♥ Tiny Red said...

yeah, her collages are amazing! nice interview too :)

JULY  16,  2008 2:08 PM

 Jessie Cacciola said...

thanks!

JULY  16,  2008 4:10 PM

 Wayfaring Wanderer said...
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