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From many shards, one
THURSDAY, JULY 1 2010 
By David Sachs


Megan Coyle likes it when people mistake her works of art for something that they’re not. It may seem
like an odd attitude for an artist — or any professional — to have toward the product of their toil. But, if
you are browsing the studios at the Torpedo Factory Art Center and you mistake one of Coyle’s collages
for a painting, she’ll be flattered.


“It’s more interactive that way,”     says the Alexandria native and 2008 Elon University graduate, “so I
like it when people think it’s a painting. It pulls them in for a closer look.”


Coyle, a 2004 graduate of T.C. Williams High School, has made a name for herself in her hometown by
being juried into The Art League’s visiting artist program, a new initiative at the Torpedo Factory on the
waterfront. 


Her solo collage exhibit, Stories in Paper, deconstructs photographs of everyday scenes — portraits,
still-life and landscapes — and reassembles them, piece by piece, with magazine clippings. 


The result is a blocky yet seamlessly realistic amalgamation of colorful shards that have been codified
from Coyle’s acute attention to detail. The final product has texture; it almost looks ceramic. 


One of Coyle’s mentors (incidentally a Torpedo Factory artist) once told her not to draw or paint with
preconceived ideas of what an object should look like (“I had a tendency to make eyeballs look like
footballs.”), but to paint her interpretation of the object. 


The advice stuck with her. She meticulously arranges the scraps of paper to evoke shadows, wrinkles,
action — anything and everything that can (and cannot) be done with a brushstroke.


And she’s as concerned with the big picture as much as the minutia of each individual feature — an
eyeball or the nostril’s of an elephant’s trunk. The axiom that says one has to step back to appreciate a
good work of art doesn’t exactly apply to Coyle, or at least not to her artistic process.


“I stand back and take a look every once in a while,” she says. “But it’s more about looking at individual
fragments of color than looking at the entire picture.”


Holding degrees in both painting and creative writing, Coyle is admittedly new to the studio scene. As
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part of The Art League’s visiting artist program, she shares a studio with a resident artist and must
compete for the attention of tourists and other visitors wandering through the Torpedo Factory.


“I Get to work in the studio space of a resident artist and interact with the public,” Coyle says. “It’s been
quite a change. It’s quite different than what I’m used to — which is working in my apartment.”


Though she’s still learning about the business element of being a professional artist, Coyle seems to be
doing alright. She has garnered some interest, sold some pieces and is learning that unless one wants
to be a literal starving artist, self-promotion must trump humility.


“They never really taught us much about the business side in college,” Coyle says. “But I’m learning
pretty fast that you have to be your own public relations person.”


If you venture to the Torpedo Factory and come across some of Coyle’s collages, step back to
appreciate it. Then step closer to revere it.


Stories in Paper begins July 8 with an opening reception at 6:30 p.m. and runs through August 2 at the
Torpedo Factory Art Center in Old Town, 105 N. Union St.
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megan coyle  |  www.mcoyle.com


Megan Coyle
Artist Bio


I grew up in Alexandria, Virginia. As a child, I took several classes at a local art 
gallery and often wrote and illustrated my own stories. I became more serious about 
art in high school, but by the time I entered college, I was almost positive that I 
would someday become a writer. Several writing workshops later, my zeal for 
writing had passed on—I was a mess trying to figure out if  anything I wrote was ever 
any good. Thus it was time to give up writing and turn back to my roots in art.


In 2008, I graduated from Elon University with a degree in Painting and Creative 
Writing. For my senior thesis, although I studied painting, I created several portrait 
collages from magazine strips. This series became my first cohesive body of  work, 
showcasing a technique I call “painting with paper.”


Megan Coyle collage artistSince then, I’ve continued to work on honing and 
developing my craft as an artist. I frequently show my work in the Washington, D.C. 
area, and have exhibited in places like the Smithsonian Ripley Center, Art League 
Gallery, Nicholas Colasanto Center, and the Fisher Gallery. In 2010, I was selected 
to participate as a Visiting Artist at the Torpedo Factory Art Center in Alexandria, 
Virginia. I’m currently working on commission work and selling my artwork through 
my website. Although I’m uncertain of  the direction my artwork may take me, I do 
know that I’ll continue to create and strive for bigger and better things.
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MEGAN COYLE           
 


 www.mcoyle.com ▪ meg@mcoyle.com                                                                   
                         
SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
 
2012   “A Palette of Paper - Collages by Megan Coyle” 


Center for the Arts, Caton Merchant Family Gallery; Manassas, Virginia 
 
 
2011    “Select Works from Duck & Fish: A Children’s Book  


Written and Illustrated by Megan Coyle” 
Arlington Central East Gallery; Arlington, Virginia 


 
“Collage: Painting with Paper” 
Gallery Thirteen; Alexandria, Virginia 
 
“Paper Collage” 
 Krempp Gallery, Jasper Arts Center; Jasper, Indiana 


 
 
2010    “Collage Scapes” 
    East Alcove Gallery, NIH; Bethesda, Maryland 
 


 “The Animal Kingdom” 
 Goodwin Gallery; Alexandria, Virginia 


 
“Stories in Paper” 


   Art League Gallery; Alexandria, Virginia 
 


“Piece by Piece: Figurative Collage” 
Fisher Art Gallery; Alexandria, Virginia 


 
“Collaging the Figure” 
Arlington Central East Gallery; Arlington, Virginia 


 
 
SELECT EXHIBITIONS 
 
2011   “Out of the Wilds” 
  Davidson County Community College; Lexington, North Carolina 
 


“MiniSolos” 
  Touchstone Gallery; Washington, D.C. 
 


"Beyond Form: Expressing Art" 
Nicholas Colasanto Center; Alexandria, Virginia 
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“Nature’s Human” 
Giles Gallery; Richmond, Kentucky 


 
 
2010   “Local Scene” 


Scene Gallery; National Harbor, Maryland 
 


 “The Art of Food” 
 Arlington Central Library; Arlington, Virginia 


 
“Women in Art: Body of Work”  
Nicholas Colasanto Center; Alexandria, Virginia 


 
 
2009    “Art in City Hall: Our Town” 


City Hall; Alexandra, Virginia 
 


“Group Artist Exhibition” 
Blueberry Art Gallery; Alexandria, Virginia 


 
“Real/Unreal” 
Art League Gallery; Alexandria, Virginia 


 
"Nocturne"  
Nicholas Colasanto Center; Alexandria, Virginia 


 
 
2008   “2008 Papercutting Show: The World through the Blade of Scissors”  


Nicholas Colasanto Center; Alexandria, Virginia 
 


“Art in City Hall” 
City Hall; Alexandria, Virginia 


 
“Small Works Exhibition” 
Art League Gallery; Alexandria, Virginia 


 
“Picture-Me: The Artistic Self Portrait in the 21st Century”  
Nicholas Colasanto Center; Alexandria, Virginia 


 
“’SCAPES: International Landscape Show”  
Art League Gallery; Alexandria, Virginia 


 
“July All-Media Membership Show” 
Art League Gallery; Alexandria, Virginia 


 
“Artists at Work: The Smithsonian Community Art Show” 
Smithsonian Ripley Center; Washington, D.C. 


  
 







3 
 


 
HONORS  
 
2010  Visiting Artist, the Torpedo Factory Art Center  
 
 
2008 Honorable Mention, “Art in City Hall”  


• Awarded by Beth Baldwin, juror of exhibition 
 


Honorable Mention, the Art League “Small Works Exhibition” 
• Awarded by Susan Frank, juror of exhibition 


 
Best in Show, Del Ray Artisans “Picture-Me” exhibition 


 
Honorable Mention, the Art League July All-Media Show 
• Awarded by Nan Haid, juror of exhibition 


 
 
2007  Juror’s Choice, Annual Student Juried Exhibition 


• Awarded by Kate Kretz, juror of exhibition 
 
 
2007-2008 Judge T. Warren Scholarship  


• For excellence in the visual arts, awarded for one academic year 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS  
 
2011  Somerset Studio Magazine 
 
2010  élan magazine 
  Alexandria Times 


Bourgeon Online 
 
2009  The Whitefish Review 


Art Calendar: Making the Leap 
 
2008  Colonnades Arts and Literary Magazine, Elon University  
 
 
 
EDUCATION  
 
ELON UNIVERSITY              ELON, NC 
Bachelor of Arts, Magna Cum Laude                                     May 2008 
Majors:   Art, with a focus in painting 


English, with a focus in creative writing 
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Megan Coyle
Artist Statement


I was once told that when I draw or paint, I shouldn’t draw objects or people as 
I see them in my mind. Instead, I should pay attention to every detail in front of  
me—focusing on the shapes of  colors that make up different planes. Over the 
years, I’ve continued to follow this advice and it has become a central idea 
behind my work.


Although I was trained in painting, over the years, I was consistently drawn to 
collage. I believe that my attachment to the medium is rooted in the way I 
approach every subject as an artist. I’m constantly breaking down what I see into 
smaller pieces, piecing together each area bit by bit, occasionally stepping back to 
see the work in its entirety.


megan coyle  |  www.mcoyle.com































































